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Anglican Bishop Asks End of Death Penalty 


(Canterbury) - Abolition of the death penalty has been urged by the Rt. 
Revendaoetsshobingon, Bishop of Woolwich, in a sermon at Canterbury 
Cathedral. 


Speaking only a few days after the Lower House of Canterbury Convoca- 
tion voted for an end to capital punishment, an action which he referred 
to as "a very significant step", Dr. Robinson announced his resolve "not 
Poere (luni thie blot is. removed from our national life". He declareds 
"The death sentence says, !There is nothing more we can do with this man; 
for his own sake or for society's sake, we must set an end to this life. 

He is strictly unredeemable; we can only put him away. 


"@he Christian faith says there is no man, no social situation, which 
is wunredeemable. In Christ men - all men - can be raised above the level 
of mere human nature. They are given the capacity to become the sons of 
God. 


"That was the meaning of the Ascension - not that Christ had gone 
away and left the world to its own resources, but that in Christ their 
humanity had been lifted up to heaven. In union with him a new level of 
living, a new hove, was possible to every man, however degraded, however 
unintelligent, however wicked. 
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a remember", said the Bishop, "how these two contrasting judgments on 
hunanity were focused for me a couple of years ago as I stood at the 
Communion table and began at eight, on Ascension morning, to celebrate the 
lifting up of all our manhood in Christ. 


"But throughout the service I could not get out of my mind the fact 
that at elght that same Thursday morning, another young man was being hung 
till he died from the gallows of one of our gaols. 


NAt that moment the obscenity of this contrast between what I was doing 
as a Christian and what I was doing as a British citizen burned itself in 
Upon me an a resolve not to rest till this blot was removed from our 


mavLonadl, Late. |! . EPS, Geneva 


Canadian Anglican-United Church Conversations Reported Progressing 


(Ottawa, Ont. ) - Conversations between the Anglican Church in Canada and 
the United Church of Canada are progressing favourably and "the climate is 
warming up'', Bishop Godfrey P. Gower, of New Westminster, has reported to 
the annual meeting of the Executive Council of the Anglican Church of 
Canada. 


Conversations between representatives of the two bodies have "cone 
head-on with basic issues", he told the meeting, adding that the "issue 
will be one of the doctrine of the ministry and of bishops". 


Anglicans recognize only those holy orders bestowed at the hands of 
bishops. The United Church is prepared to accept the office of bishop in 
@ union, but will not accept the doctrine of apostolic succession. 


Bishop Gower also reported that Anglican conversations with the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada are "proceeding slowly and cautiously". 


Harlier Archbishop William L. Wright of Algoma told the meeting that 
Anglicans must settle for nothing less than the unity of all Christendom, 
including the Roman Catholic Church. 


'We must never get it into our minds that we are engaged in a form of 
pan-Protestantism", he declared. HPS, Geneva 


Asian Church Leaders Plan Major Meeting in Bangalore 


(Bangalore, India) - Some 120 leaders of Asia's churches will meet here on 
November 7 for a six-day conference on international and religious issues. 


They will come from as far afield as Japan, the Philippines, Burma, 
Ceylon, Hong Kong, West Pakistan, Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, Australia, and 
New Zealand for a conference sponsored by the East Asia Christian 
Conference. Sessions will be held at Woodlands Hotel. 


The conference will help to set the scene for the Third Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches to be held in New Delhi, November 18 - 
December 6, and will make the voice of Christian Asia heard in the many 
important gatherings to take place in India before the Assembly opens. 


All the 48 member churches of the Bast Asia Christian Conference have 
been invited to send at least one representative to the Bangalore meeting. 
Many will send more. They will be joined by observers from churches in 
Russia and Africa. 
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Delegates from other organizations in Asia concerned with the promotion 
of church unity will also be present. Thirty specialists have been asked 
to attend the meeting as consultants for the three major issues before the 
conference. 


These issues ares international affairs; the relationship between 
the churches and mission boards; and matters of theology and church 
government or, as these are termed, Faith and Order. 


Much time will be given to the consideration of world affairs. Current 
Questions will be discussed by three groupswhichwill work under the general 
chairmanship of Lutheran Bishop Rajah B. Manikam, South India. 


These groups will study, and report to the conference, such matters 


ass 


i. iInter-Asian relations, including Asia's relationship with 
Australia and New Zealand 

2. China in Asia and the United Nations Organization 

3. Asian approach to the Hast-West conflict between the Great 
Powers 

4. Hconomic development and social justice 


Besides discussing such international questions as these, groups will 
consider how best the churches could be helped to understand the Christian 
issues these raise and how to express their concern for then. 


Other topics which will come before the conference include Worship 
and Unity, the Task of the Christian Layman, and World Confessionalisn. 


Matters concerning recruitment for the churches! task of witness and 
mission, training, remuneration, internationalizing, and "inter-denomina- 
tionalizing" are also on the agenda. 


The Hast Asia Christian Conference was inaugurated at Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaya, in May 1959. Its second Assembly is scheduled to be held, at a 
place not yet determined, in 1963. 


In the meantime, it is governed by a Continuation Committee of 25 
members who meet usually every second year. This Continuation Committee 
will be in session during the Bangalore conference, but because so many 
Asian church leaders will be gathering in India for the WCC's Third 
Assembly it was decided to take advantage of their presence in the sub- 
continent to hold an enlarged meeting. 


Actually, the Bangalore conference will be only a little smaller than 
tho inaugural Assembly at Kuala Lumpur. 


During the meeting five lectures in memory of John R. Mott, one of the 
founders of the modern ecumenical movement, which seeks to foster Christian 
unity, will be given by the Rev. Dr. A. L. Carletonof Boston, Mass., USA, 
executive vice-president of the United Church Board for World Ministries; 
Professor Masao Takenaka, of Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan, chairman 
of the BACC Committee on the Witness of the Laity; and U Kyaw Than, of 
Rangoon, Burma, EACC associate secretary. EPS, Geneva 


NOTE TO EDITORS: Photographs of EACC leaders are available from World 
Council of Churches, Information, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 


The five John R. Mott lectures will be open to the press. All other 
sessions will be closed to the press. However, press rel2ases will be 
issued, and a member of the WCC Information Staff will be on hand to pro- 
vide assistance to journalists as required. 
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United Church Wonen Hold Ninth Assembly 

(Miani Beach, Fla.) - Christians throughout the world were urged here to 
break down the barriers which separate them so that the united voice of 


Christianity can speak out effectively in an attenpt to prevent nuclear war. 


sen, president of Union Theological Seminary, New 
( elegates to the ninth National Assembly of 
omen here, declared that "today's world is simply too strong 
Cc 


ere ineffective in preventing two world wars in this 
century and give little ise of playing a more decisive role in heading 
off a third, Dr. Van Dusen said. Individual congregations and individual 
denominations are ineffective in meeting either community-wide or world- : 
wide problems, he added. What is required is a truly united "world church" 
in today's world, "which threatens to break to pieces under our very eyes". 


Referring to the application of the Russian Orthodox Church for member- 
ship in the World Council of Churches, he said that if other Orthodox 
churches in Bestern Europe would follow suit the WCC would "stand as the 
one strong bridge across the chasm between the people of the Bast and West". 


In other sessions the organization, which is a general department of 
the National Council of Churches: 5 


1. ‘Adopted resolutions warning against a growing threat to civil 

liberties in the US caused by groups that use false labels and accusations 
to oppose changes in the status quo. "In many communities attempts to dis- "4 
eredit individuals, churches, councils of churches, and councils of church 
women, when they speak out on social issues are felt with growing force", 

it said. It urged church wozcn to speak out against these attacks "with 

firmness and dignity" and "to develop within their local churches and ¢ 
councils a quality of Christian community in which persons of differing . 
Opinions can join in a common search for God's will for society and then 
attempt to fulfil His will". r 


2. Supported a statement committingitself to the "ecumenical ideal", 
and to “levelling the many walls of partition that separate us who call > 
ourselves Christian". 


3. Launched a nation-wide, interdenominational three-year programme - 
to combat racial discrimination in churches and communities. Termed 
"Assignment: Race, 1961-64", the project is believed to be the first 
large scale united effort of US denominations to meet the problem. It will 
include annual workshops in eight areas and action programmes in local 
communities to end discrimination in housing, employment, education, and 
other areas. 


7 


A- Adopted resolutions asking that the position of the United Nations 
Secretary-General be maintained as one of strong leadership, ind for renewed dis- — 
armanent efforts, and investment of capital in underdeveloped countries / 
by “churchwonmen who control funds for investment purposes". ’ 


5. Heard Anglican Bishop Chandu Ray of West Pakistan warn that many 
people are turning to Communism rather than to the Church for a real sense 
of community. "Many of God's children, hungry for true community and not 

finding it in the Church, will look for acceptance elsewhere, thereby 
becoming potential prey to the illusions of godless Communism", he said. 
Mis teen chaibenge’, he declared, "which faces Christians ees and 
which must bind us together in these perilous times." EPS, Geneva 
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Russians GivenPermission to Visit Mt. Athos 


(Athens) - Reversing an earlier decision the Greek government has given 
permission for two bishops and one layman, members of the Russian delega- 
tion to the pan-Orthodox conference held at Rhodes last month, to visit 
Mt. Athos. 


The decision permits Archbishop Nicodin, who headed the Russian 
Orthodox group to the conference, and two of his delegation to visit the 
famous monasteries on the peninsula before returning home. 


The Ecumenical Patriarch, to whose ecclesiastical jurisdiction the 
monasteries belong, had ee given his permission for the visit. It now 
remains only for the Holy Chapter of Mt. Athos, a representative council of 
the monasteries on the site, to give its formal consent. 


The Holy Community of Mt. Athos is composed of 20 sovereign monasteries 
of which 17 are Greek, one Russian, one Bulgarian, and one Serb. There-is 
also a Rumanian skété (sub- monastery). EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Pry Warns of Assembly "Hazards" 


= York) - Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the World Council of 
Churches! Central and Executive Committees, has told a meeting of Lutheran 
pastors here that the WCC's Third Assembly at New Delhi, India, faces 
"steep hazards", since it will be held in a world that is "seething, dis- 
cordant, with nerve ends exposed", 


"The cost of failure would be tragically high - estrangement, splint- 
ering of the Church of Christ, the dashing of a dream", he declared. "We 
dare not fail. The blessing of unity in spirit and in truth can come only 
from God. What a treasure, how mighty ablessing it can be; exhilerating 
to the Church and a beacon to the nations." 


Dr. Fry, who also is president of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, made his comments in a message to the church's nearly 5,000 pastors 
on the eve of his departure for a three-month trip around the world. He is 
scheduled to visit Hawaii, Australia, New Guinea, Malaya, India, Ethiopia, 
Madagascar,and Tanganyika. He will return to New York via Europe, on 
January 10. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Give 18 New Latchkeys to Refugees in Austria 

(Linz, Austria) - Six Methodist, Reformed, and Orthodox pastors took part 
in a joint ceremony here recently when a new home for aged refugees was 
dedicated st a service in the chapel. 


The liturgy that followed was that of the Methodist prayer-book, but 
all denominational allusions were removed because, as the presiding minister, 
Superintendent Ernest Nausner, explained: "This is an ecumenical occasion." 


The new home will shelter 18 old or handicapped refugees. It is a 
Methodist project made possible by a grant of $28,100 (£10,000) from the 
British Council of Churches from money collected sien World Refugee Year. 


The refugees now moving into their new apartments are mostly from 
Russia, and are members for the most part of either the Orthodox or the 
Reformed Churches. But the Austrian Methodist Church, which owns the 
building, will be responsible for their welfare. EPS, Geneva 
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US Methodist Group Endorses Russian Church Application 


(Des Moines, Ia.) - Membership of the Russian Orthodox Church in the World 

Council of Churches "may be a powerful force" for world peace by sustaining 
fellowship among Christians in the East and the West, the Methodist Commit- 
tee on Heumenical Consultation has said in a statement issued here. 


In view of the “heavy and unrelenting pressures" against the church in 
the Soviet, it declared, the application is "a sign of (the church's) 
desire - and need - for the aid and strength it may receive from such an 
association". 


The statement commended the Russian church for "unceasingly maintain- 
ing Christian worship" under these pressures. "We rejoice in the possibil- 
ity that membership in such a world-wide fellowship of worshipping 
Christians may aid that church in maintaining its life and witness in Rugauvew 


It noted that WCC membership is "essentially defined as faith in Jesus 
Christ 2s God and Saviour", and that by this criterion, the Russian ‘chuyem 
"is fully qualified for membership". 


WCC membership does not imply that the international church body 
endorses the political government under which a constituent church may live, 
it added, noting in this connection that while the WCC strongly opposes 
south Africa's segregation policies, it has not denied membership to 
churches in that country, nor has it refused membership to Protestant 
churches in predoSinantly Roman Catholic countries. 


The World Couneil will act on the Russian church's application at ives 
Third Assembly in New Delhi, India, November 18 - December 6. EPS, Geneva 


Mennonites Will Not Participate in Peace Corps 


(Akron, Pa.) - The Mennonite Central Committee, one of the leading US 
church-related relief organizations, has taken official action to reject 
any future participation in Peace Corps projects. 


A spokesman said the rejection was based on the stated policy of the 
' Peace Corps against proselytizing, with its implied restriction on Christ- 
lan witnessing, the recruiting policy which denies a church agency a 
satisfactory measure of selectivity in choosing personnel, and the policy 
of operation which would make a participating church agency an arm of the 
government. 


Further, he said the goals envisaged by the Peace Corps programme 
could be achieved to a higher degree through the support of missions, relief 
and other activities as carried on directly by the churches. 


He noted that the action was taken after several months of studying 
proposals to work with the Peace Corps and conferences with its leaders. 
EPS, Geneva 


Trials Set for Episcopal Clergymen 


(Jackson, Miss.) - Fourteen Protestant Episcopal clergymen convicted on a 
charge of "breach of the peace" for their efforts to desegregate "white" 
bus terminal facilities here, will be tried again by a higher court next 
May. 
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The clergymen, including three Negr.s, were arraigned before a County 
Court last week, after they had appealed a sentence by a City Court of four 
months in jail and $200 fines. They were freed on $500 bail pending appeal. 
The clergymen pleaded "not guilty" in the hearing. (A fifteenth member of 
the group was ill and could not appear.) 


The clergymen were part of a Prayer Pilgrimage organized by the Epis- 
copal. Society for Cultural and Racial Unity, an unofficial body of the 
Church. Leader of the group was the Rev. Robert L. Pierson, Evanston, 
Illinois, a son-in-law of Governor Nelson Rockefeller of New York. 

(ScekPs No. 37)% EPS, Geneva 


ind of Nuclear Tests Asked by Scottish Group 


(Edinburgh) - The Church and Nation Committee of the General Assembly of 

the Church of Scotland will ask the church's Commission to "deplore the 
resumption of the testing of atomic weapons" and "urge Her Majesty's 
Government to continue its present policy of not testing atomic weapons, and 
to take every possible step to secure the cessation of testing by other 
countries". 


The report will be presented to the autunn meeting of the Commission 
of the General Assembly, scheduled to meet here shortly. The Commission is 
the interim policy-making group which meets between assemblies. 


The report notes that the Commission will be asked to take action on 
the issue rather than holding it for the next meeting of the Assembly because 
it is of "so urgent a character thet consideration. . . cannot be postponed 
until the Assembly itself". It declares: "The point at issue is really 
this: that the amount of radioactive fall-out resulting from atomic tests 
ciunnot be estimated in advance, nor the effect of such fall-out on the 
health of the people of all nations, particularly on the health of children, 
nor even the possible effects on the normality of health of generations yet 
to be born. In view of this, only the very gravest considerations would 
justify such tests. Both the USSR and USA claim to have - and the claim is 
no doubt justified - a sufficient stock of weapons to devastate the other. 
In the dreadful eventuality of war breaking out, the cataclysnic 2ffects 
produced with the weapons ready at the moment for use would be such that 
the refinements - if they can be so described - made possible by the tests, 
would not be necessary. If, however, war is avoided, it is tragic that the 
health of an unknown number should be affected, or perhaps their lives lost, 
Por no 200d purpose." EPS, Geneva 


Bast Berlin Press Denounces "Question Seven! 


(Berlin) - The widely praised Lutheran-produced film "Question Seven", which 
tells the story of the Church's witness in Bast Germany, has received 
a different reception in East Berlin. 


Newspapers there have been almost unanimous in condemning the prize- 
winning film for its "propaganda".ccntent. The Berliner Zeitung described 
it as "a glaring example of the way in which Christianity is used for pol- 
itical propaganda in the imperialist state." It is "an incredible collec- 
tient calunnics =, -1t said, 
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Morgen described it as "a horror-myth about the church's struggle 
with the DDR", 


The film, which last week took the annual grand prize of the Inter- 
national Catholic Office of Cinema, was produced in Germany by Louis de 
Rochemont Associates for Lutheran Film Associates, both of New York. It 
also won the highly coveted prize at the recent Berlin Filn Festival as the 
best film for young people. EPS, Geneva 


Czech Churches Support German Peace Treaty and Disarmament 


(Prague) - The Czech Council of Churches has called for a conclusion of a 
peace treaty "with the two German states" and recognition of the frontiers 
established by the Allies at the end of World War II. 


In a statement issued following a recent conference in Bratislava, 
the Council also advocated that Berlin be declared a Free City under the 
protection of the United Nations, and that Germany itself be neutralized. 


"We know that there are miny smouldering problems involving the danger 
of warfare", the statement said. "But for us, as members of the peoples of 
Czechoslovakia, the present situation in Germany presents the greatest 


menace. 


"We beg our brothers and friends abroad not to forget that we are 
speaking from a country which is covered with millions of greves - the 
graves of those who fell in the Second World War. 


"Our anxiety does not spring from local and national motives, but from 
the fear of another catastrophe which might threaten EKurope, in fact the 
whole world. For any war which broke out in Central Hurope would inevit- 
ably develop into a world-wide catastrophe." 


Expressing its regret over the delay in disarnament negotiations, the 
Council noted that mankind is longing for peace and is waiting impatiently 
for the responsible governments to come to an agreement on the principles 
of complete universal disarmament under strict international control. 


The Council called upon statesmen who consider the Soviet disarmament 
proposals to be "biased", "to present their own counter-proposals in all 
sincerity". 

The main point, the Council said, is that "the statesmen should get 
down to concrete negotiations, since negotiations are the basis for solvy- 
ing every form of dispute". EPS, Geneva 


Christians Urged to Oppose Atomic War Preparations 


(Diisseldorf ) ~ All who "seriously want to be Christians" have been called 
upon by the Conference of Church Brotherhoods here "to refuse under all. 
circumstances to co-operate in preparations for atomic warfare". 

The well-known "Bruderschaften" conference said it was reiterating its 
earlier plea because of the resumption of nuclear tests by the Soviet Union 
and the United States. 

"Whatever reasons the military and the politicians may have for rearn- 
ament, it will not ensure peace", the conference declared. "It will prove 
an even greater menace to it." 


SO fed 
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The appeal urged young people in the Evangelical Church in Germany to 
examine their consciences and ask themselves whether "it is still possible 
and permissible today to take part in military service", in view of the 
competition over nuclear weapons, 


The conference, which is composed of both clergy and laity, has no 
official church affiliation, Its aim is to promote the activity of 
Christians in political and civic life, EPS, Geneva 


Catholic Observer Comments on Russian WCC Membership Bid 


(Paris) - A Roman Catholic observer to the World Council of Churches! Third 
Assembly has indicated that he has no anxieties over the possibility that 
the Moscow Patriarchate may be admitted to WCC membership. 


Abbé Jan Groot of the Netherlands, is one of five Roman Catholic 
observers who will attend the Assembly in New Delhi, India, November 18 - 
December 6, during which delegates will act upon the application of the 
Russian Church for membership. 


"It is true that in Russia the church has always been closely connected 
with politics", he said. "We do not know to what extent the application 
from the Russian Orthodox Church was inspired by political motives. 


"On the other hand", he added, "we realize that there may be a real 
religious conviction behind this application. For the leaders of the 
Russian church are certainly not primarily politicians." 


Noting that he feels "more hopeful than afraid" about the influence 
which Russian Orthodoxy may have on the WCC, Abbé Groot commented: "Of 
course, it is possible that the Russian church may openly manifest its 
hostility to the Vatican. But the Holy See does not wish the entry of the 
Russian church to diminish, or even break up, the cohesion within the WCC. 
Tf, contrary to all expectation, it were to fail, Christians would be more 
divided than ever." 


Abbé Groot made his remarks in an interview granted to the Catholic 
News Agency in the Netherlands. Informations Catholiques Internation- 
ales, in publishing the interview, noted that his comments carry consider- 
able weight because he is also the successor to Mgr. Willebrands, secretary 
to the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, as an episcopal delegate 
for ecumenical questions. EPS, Geneva 


Cuban Students Report un Life in Cuban Universities 
(Santiago ) - An increasing emphasis on technology, and a curriculum which 
is “coloured by Marxist ideology" are the dominant new characteristics of 
university life in Cuba. 

These facts were reported here by some 40 Protestant students, meeting 
here for a 13-day leadership training course organized by the Cuban Student 
Christian Movement, in co-operation with the World Student Christian 


Federation. 

Special concern of the course was on the position of universities in 
the revolutionary situation in which the country exists, and the Christian 
vocation of Cuban students. 
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The course was held without any incidents of interference. fron govern- 
ment authorities. 


The participants reported in round-table discussion groups that stu- 
dents are being given a voice in the administration of three universities - 
Havana, Santa Clara, and Orienta -' and that new provisions have been made 
for scholarships, and for student housing and restaurant facilities. 


They. said that many Roman Catholic students have left the Universi a 
although officially all forms of discrimination are forbidden. 


A series of three lectures dealt with "Christ and the World", "The 
Christian Image of Man", and "Christianity and Marxism". 


study was based on the study booklet,"Jesus Christ - the Light of the 
World", prepared for the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


The students came from the Baptist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Brethren 
churches and Quakers. Several Roman Catholic students also attended 
sessions. Present from the World Student Christian Federation were the 
_ Rev. Valdo Galland, general sécretary, and Professor Mauricio Lopez, ; 
Secretary for Latin America. EPS, Géneva 


j 


swiss Roman Catholic Prelates Ask Prayer for WCC Assembly 


(Pribourg) - Roman Catholic bishops in Switzerland have called upon the 
faithful to pray that participants in the Third Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, "and all whom they represent, will.be inspired ne the 
light and strength of. the Holy Spirit". 


"If we pray like this for one another, it is impossible: that the Lord 
will not help us to understand one another better, and that we cannot serve 
Him better and find Him, better’in the truth ofcharity',- they -saird. 


The request for the prayer came from the bishops of. Basel and Lugano; 
Chur; St. Maurice; :Lausanne, Geneva. and Fribourg; Sion; Saint Gall; 
Thermae, and from the Abbé of Hinsiedeln. EPS, Canes 


IN BRIEF 


‘Anglican and Orthodox clergy recently perticipated in a Unity Pilgrin- 
age to Durham Cathedral, England, drranged by the Anglican and Hastern 
Churches Association. aan ee offered for the unity of the two churches 
and for the Ecumenical’ Patriarch, leader of EKastern Orthodoxy, and for the 
prelates of both confessions, . é 


* * * 


Augustin Cardinal Bea, president. of the Vatican Secretariat for Pro- 
moting Christian Unity, has said that he believes that the fortheoming 
Second Vatican. (Ecumenical ) Council will help “to eliminate many misunder- 
standings which have accumulated during the last four centuries" between 
Catholics and Protestants. Cardinal Bea, whose remarks were published in 
Civilta Cattolica, made special reference to the infallibility of ‘the Pope, 
apostolic succession, the ministry-of-the laity, and doctrines concerning 
the sacraments. EPS, Geneva 
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Among the thousands of groups around the world using the study guide, 
"Jesus Christ - the Light of the World", prepared for the World Council “oF 
Churches! Third Assembly, is one of 15 residents at the National Spastics 
Residential Centre, Croydon, England. A letter received at WCC head- 
quarters from the group says it consists of Anglicans, Baptists, and 
Methodists, and that they have been using the booklet for several months. 
“We have a keen interest in the coming unity of the churches. . .", the 
letter says. "We feel strongly that unity must come and believe that the 
coming generation will strive to achieve this as well as progress in the 
world as a whole towards a peaceful future." It adds: "We believe that 
people in adversity are often more ready to acknowledge the Light of Christ 
because sinful pride does not prevent them from being humble, which is so 
necessary for reconciliation between God and men through Christ. . ." 


ae Ao A 


The London Missionary Society has announced that next year it will 
turn over all its activities in the Australian territory of Papua, New 
Guinea, to its 60,000 Papuan adherents. It said the new Papuan church will 
eventually take over all the Society's churches, schools, hospitals, teach- 
er training centres, and nursing and infant clinics in the area. 


* * * 


Bishop Endre Hamvas of Csanad has been unanimously elected acting 
chairman of the Roman Catholic Bench of Bishops in Hungary to replace Arch- 
bishop Josef Grosz, of Kalocsa, who died on October 3. (See EPS No. 38). 
His appointment was announced last week by the official government news 
agency in Budapest. Since October 1959, Bishop Hamvas has been serving as 
a liaison between the government and the Bench of Bishops on all church- 
state matters, along with Archbishop Grosz. The announcement also said 
that Mgr. Imre Varkonyi, chairman of Hungarian Catholic Action, had been 
named Vicar General of the Kalocsa See, pending appointment of a new 
Ordinary. The Hungarian government claims the right to appoint vicars 
,general, but the Vatican alone can nominate bishops to vacant dioceses. 


* * * 


A special edition of "The Upper Room", an interdenominational devotion- 
al guide, has been published for the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, New Delhi, India, November 18 - December 6. The meditations are 
printed in English, French, German, and Hindi, and have been written by WCC 
and other ecumenical leaders. 'The Upper Room"is published by the Methodist 
General Board of Evangelism, Nashville, Tenn,, USA. 


* * * 


Bishop Shnork Kalustian, former head of the California, USA, diocese 
of the Armenian Apostolic (Orthodox) Church, has been elected Armenian 
Patriarch of Istanbul, with spiritual jurisdiction over some 120,000 
Turkish Armenians. He succeeds Patriarch Karekin Hachadurian, who died 
last June. The Armenian Church in Turkey is autonomous but maintains links 
with Catholicos Vazken I of Etchmiadzin, Sovict Armenia. 


& * * 


Protestant congregations in West Germany have been urged to loan thein 
churches and church facilities to Grecks working in Germany for services 
and meetings. Pastor Becker, director of the Evangelical Academy at 
Iserlohn, told a recent meeting on "Greeks in Germany" held at the Academy 
that it was a duty of West German Christians to assist Greek Orthodox 
priests who are working in Germany under "the most difficult conditions", 


EPS, Geneva 


